authorities, but in the spring of 1547 his old fears
of arrest returned. His patrons maintained their
opposition to his departure from Scotland. Their
solution was that Knox should enter St. Andrews
Castle. They appeared to attach great importance
to the retention of his services as tutor, and were
agreed that their sons should accompany him to
St. Andrews,
In April 1547 Knox and his three pupils joined
the rebels in the castle. The assassins of Beaton
had been supported by about 150 men, and had
held the forces of the regent, Arran, at bay for
several months. Arran's siege had, however, been
a half-hearted affair ; the castle of St. Andrews
was formidable, and his army was weak and
undependable. In December 1546, therefore, the
rebels and the regent had come to an agreement
by which hostilities were to cease for the present.
The pope had been asked to issue an absolution
for the murder of Beaton, and the truce was to
remain in force until he replied. Neither side,
however, was really much concerned about the
absolution - when it did come, the rebels objected
to its wording, and refused to accept its terms.
Arran's purpose in granting the truce was to
obtain reinforcements from France* while the
rebels hoped that Henry of England, with whom
they were in close touch, would dispatch an army
to swell their numbers. The4ruce was in operation
when Knox joined the rebels at St. Andrews, and